ITH the Alps

overcrowded

and the North

American ski
market ‘mature’, Asia is gear-
ing up to become the hoom
destination for skiers in the
21st  century. Resorts are
opening up in a dozen Asian
countries; but for Europeans
the most exciting and immedi-
ately accessible development is
a new heli-skiing operation
in Nepal. For the first time
the spectacular Himalayan
kingdom has granted a licence
for heli-skiing, creating almost
limitless opportunities for
skiers and boarders to make
first descents of the mountains
~ and choose names for the
runs afterwards,

Each and every first descent
will be recorded by Himalayan
Heli Ski Guides, the company
owm;themwutum,ons
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SKIINGOQUT
OF THE SKIES

Helicopters are opening up descents in Nepal's Himalayas, and 300
resorts are planned in China: Asian skiing is spreading high and wide.
Except in Japan, where it is going downhill fast. Patrick Thorne reports

the biggest, highest and most
outrageous mountain range in
the world. This is pure
adventure.” Calonica, a former
US ski racer now based in
Chamonix, has climbed and
skied in Nepal for 22 years
and made several attempts to
ski down Mount Everest.
Assisting him will be a group of
experienced US and European
ski guides,
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moderate and advanced slopes
to extreme terrain. This winter,
the company will concentrate
on the Annapurna region, plus
terrain either around the base
of Mount Everest or in the less
well-known Dolpo area near
Tibet. The final decision will

depend on snow conditions

when the season begins in mid-
January; but the Dolpo area
near Tibet has one of the best
snow records in Nepal plus the

added interest of the local

~about skllng the
: biggest, highest

should be possible when the
weather is clear.

The company has chosen
the Yak & Yeti hotel in
Kathmandu as its base, but for
guests who would prefer to
rough it in a tent, there will be
a base camp set up in each
ski area, staffed by sherpas,
In Iate October prices had not
been finalised but a week’s
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